WORLD POPULATION PROSPECTS: THE 2004 REVISION
WORLD POPULATION WILL GROW FROM 6.5 BILLION IN 2005 TO 9.1 BILLION IN 2050

The world’s population is expected to increase by 2.6 billion over the next 45 years, from 6.5 bil-
lion today to 9.1 billion in 2050. Almost all growth will take place in the less developed regions,
where today’s population of 5.3 billion is expected to swell to 7.8 billion in 2050. By contrast, the
population of the more developed regions will remain mostly unchanged, at 1.2 billion.

The Population Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs has prepared the
official United Nations estimates and projections of the world’s population since 1951. The 2004
Revision of the World Population Prospects represents the nineteenth revision. The 2004
Revision is the first to incorporate the full results of the 2000 round of national population cen-
suses. It also takes into account the results of recent specialized surveys carried out in develop-
ing countries. These surveys provide both population and other data to assess progress made in
achieving the internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development
Goals. The comprehensive review of past demographic trends and future prospects presented in
the 2004 Revision provides the relevant demographic trends for the assessment of these goals.

Key findings of the 2004 Revision can be summarized as follows:
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By July 2005, the world will have 6.5 billion inhabitants, 380 million more than in 2000 or a
gain of 76 million annually. Despite the declining fertility levels projected over 2005-2050,
world population is expected to reach 9.1 billion according to the medium variant and will
still be adding 34 million persons annually by mid-century.

Today, 95 per cent of all population growth is absorbed by the developing world and 5 per
cent by the developed world. By 2050, according to the medium variant, the population of
the more developed countries as a whole would be declining slowly by about 1 million per-
sons a year and that of the developing world would be adding 35 million annually, 22 mil-
lion of whom would be absorbed by the least developed countries.

Future population growth is highly dependent on the path that future fertility takes. In the
medium variant, fertility is projected to decline from 2.6 children per woman today to slightly
over 2 children per woman in 2050. If fertility was to remain about half a child above the lev-
els projected in the medium variant, world population would reach 10.6 billion by 2050.
A fertility path half a child below the medium variant would lead to a population of 7.6 bil-
lion by mid-century. That is, at the world level, continued population growth until 2050 is
inevitable even if the decline of fertility accelerates.

Because of its low and declining rate of growth, the population of developed countries as a
whole is expected to remain virtually unchanged between 2005 and 2050, at about 1.2 bil-
lion. In contrast, the population of the 50 least developed countries is projected to more than
double, passing from 0.8 billion in 2005 to 1.7 billion in 2050. Growth in the rest of the devel-
oping world is also projected to be robust, though less rapid, with its population rising from
4.5 billion to 6.1 billion between 2005 and 2050.

Very rapid population growth is expected to prevail in a number of developing countries, the
majority of which are least developed. Between 2005 and 2050, population is projected to at
least triple in Afghanistan, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Chad, the Congo, the Democratic Republic
of the Congo, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, the Niger, Timor-Leste and Uganda.

The population of 51 countries or areas, including Germany, Italy, Japan, the Baltic States
and most of the successor countries of the former Soviet Union, is expected to be lower in
2050 than in 2005.

During 2005-2050, nine countries are expected to account for half of the world’s projected
population increase: India, Pakistan, Nigeria, the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Bangladesh, Uganda, the United States of America, Ethiopia and China, listed according to
the size of their contribution to population growth during that period.
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(8) In 2000-2005, fertility at the world level stood at 2.65 children per woman, about half that of
1950-1955 (5 children per woman). In the medium variant, global fertility is projected to
decline further, to 2.05 children per woman by 2045-2050. Average world levels result from
quite different trends by major development group. In developed countries as a whole, fer-
tility is currently 1.56 children per woman and is projected to increase slowly to 1.84 children
per woman in 2045-2050. In the least developed countries, fertility is 5 children per woman
and is expected to drop by about half, to 2.57 children per woman by 2045-2050. In the rest
of the developing world, fertility is already moderately low at 2.568 children per woman and
is expected to decline further to 1.92 children per woman by mid-century, thus nearly con-
verging to the fertility levels by then typical of the developed world. Realization of the fertil-
ity declines projected is contingent on access to family planning, especially in the least
developed countries.

(9) In 2000-2005, fertility remains above 5 children per woman in 35 of the 148 developing coun-
tries, 30 of which are least developed countries, while the pace of decline in several coun-
tries of sub-Saharan Africa and South-central Asia has been slower than anticipated.
Overall, the countries with high fertility account for 10 per cent of the world population. In
contrast, fertility has reached below-replacement levels in 23 developing countries account-
ing for 25 per cent of the world population. This group includes China, where fertility during
2000-2005 is estimated at 1.7 children per woman.

(10) Fertility levels in the 44 developed countries, which account for 19 per cent of world popula-
tion, are currently very low. All except Albania have fertility below replacement level and 15,
mostly located in Southern and Eastern Europe, have reached levels of fertility unprecedented
in human history (below 1.3 children per woman). Since 1990-1995, fertility decline has been
the rule among most developed countries. The few increases recorded, such as those in
Belgium, France, Germany, the Netherlands and the United States, have been small.

(11) Global life expectancy at birth, which is estimated to have risen from 47 years in 1950-1955
to 65 years in 2000-2005, is expected to keep on rising to reach 75 years in 2045-2050. In the
more developed regions, the projected increase is from 76 years today to 82 years by mid-
century. Among the least developed countries, where life expectancy today is 51 years, it is
expected to be 67 years in 2045-2050. Because many of these countries are highly affected by
the HIV/AIDS epidemic, the projected increase in life expectancy is dependent on the imple-
mentation of effective programmes to prevent and treat HIV infection. In the rest of the devel-
oping world, under similar conditions, life expectancy is projected to rise from 66 years today
to 76 years by mid-century.

(12) Mortality in Eastern Europe has been increasing since the late 1980s. In 2000-2005 life
expectancy in the region, at 67.9 years, was lower than it had been in 1960-1965 (68.6 years).
The Russian Federation and Ukraine are particularly affected by rises in mortality resulting
partly from the spread of HIV.

(13) Twenty-five years into the HIV/AIDS epidemic, the impact of the disease is evident in terms of
increased morbidity and mortality and slower population growth. In Southern Africa, the
region with the highest HIV/AIDS prevalence, life expectancy has fallen from 62 years in 1990-
1995 to 48 years in 2000-2005, and is projected to decrease further to 43 years over the next
decade before a slow recovery starts. As a consequence, population growth in the region is
expected to stall between 2005 and 2020. In Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland, the population
is projected to decrease as deaths outnumber births. In most of the other developing countries
affected by the epidemic, population growth will continue to be positive because their mod-
erate or high fertility more than counterbalances the rise in mortality.

(14) The primary consequence of fertility decline, especially if combined with increases in life
expectancy, is population ageing, whereby the share of older persons in a population grows
relative to that of younger persons. Globally, the number of persons aged 60 years or over
is expected almost to triple, increasing from 672 million in 2005 to nearly 1.9 billion by 2050.
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Whereas 6 out of every 10 of those older persons live today in developing countries, 8 out
of every 10 will do so by 2050. An even more marked increase is expected in the number of
the oldest-old (persons aged 80 years or over): from 86 million in 2005 to 394 million in 2050.
In developing countries, the rise will be from 42 million to 278 million, implying that by 2050
most oldest-old will live in the developing world.

In developed countries, 20 per cent of today’s population is aged 60 years or over, and by 2050
that proportion is projected to be 32 per cent. The elderly population in developed countries
has already surpassed the number of children (persons aged 0-14), and by 2050 there will be
2 elderly persons for every child. In the developing world, the proportion of the population
aged 60 or over is expected to rise from 8 per cent in 2005 to close to 20 per cent by 2050.

Increases in the median age, the age at which 50 per cent of the population is older and
50 per cent younger than that age, are indicative of population ageing. Today, just 11 devel-
oped countries have a median age above 40 years. By 2050, there will be 89 countries in that
group, 45 in the developing world. Population ageing, which is becoming a pervasive reality
in developed countries, is also inevitable in the developing world and will occur faster in
developing countries.

Countries where fertility remains high and has declined only moderately will experience the
slowest population ageing. By 2050, about one in five countries is still projected to have a
median age equal to or less than 30 years. The youngest populations will be found in least
developed countries, 11 of which are projected to have median ages equal to or less than
23 years in 2050, including Afghanistan, Angola, Burundi, Chad, the Democratic Republic of
the Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, the Niger and Uganda.

During 2005-2050, the net number of international migrants to more developed regions is pro-
jected to be 98 million, or an average of 2.2 million annually. The same number will leave the
less developed regions. For the developed world, such a level of net migration will largely
offset the expected excess of deaths over births during 2005-2050, which amounts to a loss
of 73 million people. For the developing world, the 98 million emigrants represent scarcely
less than 4 per cent of expected population growth.

In terms of annual averages for the period 2005-2050, the major net receivers of interna-
tional migrants are projected to be the United States (1.1 million annually), Germany
(202,000), Canada (200,000), the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
(130,000), Italy (120,000) and Australia (100,000). The major countries of net emigration are
projected to be China (-327,000 annually), Mexico (-293,000), India (-241,000), the Philippines
(-180,000), Indonesia (-164,000), Pakistan (-154,000) and Ukraine (-100,000).

Over the period 2000-2005, 74 countries were net receivers of migrants. In 64 of these coun-
tries, the net migration projected reinforces population growth, and in 7 countries it reverses
the trend of population decline (Austria, Croatia, Germany, Greece, ltaly, Slovakia and
Slovenia). In three countries, the migration slows down population decline but does not
reverse it (the Czech Republic, Hungary and the Russian Federation).

In addition to this wallchart, the full results and analysis of the 2004 Revision will be issued in
a series of three volumes and a set of three CD-ROMs. A population database containing the
results is available on the United Nations Population Division’s website at www.unpopulation.org.

Enquiries and comments should be addressed to the Office of the Director, Population
Division, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations, New York, NY 10017, USA;
fax number: (212) 963-2147.
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Japan _ 128 085 127 993 112 198 339 66 02 9 8 13 1 82 4 14 26 Toane 1967 1942 1630 97 51 — 9 10 12 5 76 7 14 20 oI ern Mariana Islands :
Mongollla 2 646 2988 3625 2 57 12 23 7 2.4 14 64 8 30 6 Spain 43 064 44372 42 541 85 77 11 10 9 13 3 79 6 14 21 Palau 20 21 21 43 68 0.7
Republic of Korea A7817 49092 44620 480 81 04 10 6 12 1 77 5 19 14 TryR Macedonial 2034 2 055 184 79 60 02 12 8 15 8 74 18 20 15  Polynesia 656 713 763 78 44 12 24 5 33 8 72 23 34 8
Bangladesh 141822 168158 242937 985 25 19 28 8 32 25 63 19 35 6  gelgium 10419 10540 10302 341 97 02 11 10 17 2 79 6 17 12  FrenchPolynesia 257 291 30 64 5 17 19 5 24 11 73 11 28 8
Bhutan 2163 2684 4393 46 9 22 31 9 44 7 63 84 38 7 France 60 496 62 339 63 116 110 77 04 12 9 19 4 79 5 18 21 Niue 1 2 2 6 37 -22
India 1103371 1260366 1592704 336 29 16 25 9 31 16 63 99 32 8 Germany 82 689 82 513 78 765 232 88 01 9 10 13 4 79 6 14 25 Pitcairn = = = 3 — -03 .. ..
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 69 515 79 917 101 944 42 68 09 19 5 21 7 70 39 29 6 Liechtenstein 35 37 a4 216 22 10 ... .. Samoa 185 190 157 65 22 08 29 6 44 6 70 31 41 7
Kazakhstan 14 825 14 877 13 086 5 5 -03 16 11 2.0 9 63 77 23 11 Luxembourg 465 523 721 180 92 13 13 8 17 2 78 7 19 18 Tokelau 1 2 2 115 — -03 ... ..
Kyrgyzstan 5264 5852 6 664 26 34 12 23 7 2.7 8 67 66 31 8 Monaco 35 40 55 23660 100 I Tonga 102 104 75 157 34 04 24 6 45 3 72 25 36 9
Maldives 329 416 682 1105 30 25 32 6 43 13 66 55 41 5 Netherlands 16 299 16 812 17 139 392 67 05 12 9 1.7 1 78 6 18 19 Tuvalu 10 11 12 402 57 05
Nepal 27133 32 747 51172 184 16 21 30 9 3.7 21 61 83 39 6 Switzerland 7252 7334 7252 176 68 02 10 8 14 1 80 6 16 22 Wallis and Futuna Islands 15 18 25 7 — 0.7
World population, 1950-2050 Population in 2005 and 2025 according to the medium variant (with AIDS)
, and the No-AIDS scenario, by sex and age group, seven most affected countries
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Countries with more than 100 million inhabitants in 1950, 2005 and 2050 (population in millions) Notes 2025
1950 2005 2050 The designations employed and the material in this publication do not imply Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Democratic Republic of the 85+
- - : the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the Congo, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia, Guinea,
Larls Gouy ST I S T OIS  RES GO Eopulation United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory or area or Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Kiribati, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lesotho, 80-84 Male Female
1  China 555 1 China 1316 1 India 1593 its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, 75-79
2 i 358 2 India 1103 2 China 1392 The gezi?nation's _“mlore devgloped” dacri]d “less develgiped” regionsdare Myanmar, Nepal, Niger, Rwanda, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, 70-74 7] With AIDS | |
: 3 : ; ; ; Intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judge- Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Sudan, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tuvalu,
3 United States of America 158 3 United States of America 298 3 United States of America 395 ment about the stage reached by a particular country or area in the develop- Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, Vanuatu, Yemen and Zambig. 65-69 Ol wi | |
4 Russian Federation 103 4 Indonesia 223 4 Pakistan 305 ment process. The term “country” as used in this publication also refers, as ) _ _ 60-64 Without AIDS | | | |
5 Brail 186 5 Indonesia 2685 appropriate, to territories or areas. WALRIngits Harde egeis. 55-59 | | ] |
6 Pakistan 158 6 Nigeria 258 The figures presented are from the medium variant of World Population *Including Agalega, Rodrigues and Saint Brandon. S 50-54 | | | |
7 Russian Federation 143 7 Brazil 253 Prospects: The 2004 Revision, the official United Nations population esti- ®Including Ascension and Tristan da Cunha. < 45-49 | | | |
mates and projections prepared by the United Nations Population Division. - : ; -
8 Bangladesh 142 8 Bangladesh 243 Versions of the data in digital form can be purchased. For more information “E;I)r statlztlcal_ plu/:zos_eg,tth(te_ datF? for Ch|gaA go r;(g h|_nc|ude Hong Kong and 40-44 | | | |
9 Nigeria 132 9 Dem. Republic of the Congo 177 contact the Director, Population Division, Department of Economic and Social acao, Special Administrative Regions (SAR) of China. 35.39
10 Japan 128 10 Ethiopia 170 Affairs, United Nations, New York, NY 10017, USA; fax number: (212) 963-2147. °As of 1 JuI‘y 1997, Hong Kong became a Special Administrative Region | | | |
11 Mexico 107 1 Mexico 139 Three dots (...) indicate that data are not available. G(SAR) of China. _ - _ ioig | | | |
12 Philippines 127 An em dash (—) indicates that the amount is nil or very small. gSACF’;) i2 gﬁiﬁzmber 1999, Macao became a Special Administrative Region 22'24 | | |
13 Uganda 127 ®More developed regions comprise all regions of Europe plus Northern . . -~ - | | | |
1 Egypt 126 America, Australia/New Zealand and Japan. Including the islands of Guernsey and Jersey. 15-19 | | | |
15 Viet Nam 117 ®Less developed regions comprise all regions of Africa, Asia (excluding *Including Aland Islands. 10-14 | | | |
16 Japan 112 Japan) and Latin America and the Caribbean, as well as Melanesia, ®Including Svalbard and Jan Mayen Island. 5-9 | |
17 Russian Federation 112 l\/::cronesm afnld PoI;;nes:a. g defined by th | Refers to the Vatican City State. 0-4 | |
: : “The group of least developed countries, as defined by the United Nations . .
18 Iran (Islamic Republic of) 102 General Assembly in 2003, comprises 50 countries: Afghanistan, Angola, 1 The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. 8 6 4 2 _ 0 - 2 4 6 8
19 Turkey 101 Bangladesh, Benin, Bhutan, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cape Verde,  “Including Christmas Island, Cocos (Keeling) Islands and Norfolk Island. Population (millions)




